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Tonight Friday 27
th
 October 2006, we come together to thank Fr. John 

Creaven for the many years that he served this community.  He is retiring 

from his pastoral duties on Monday 30
th
 October 2006.  We will dearly 

miss his presence as a priest and friend. We complied this small booklet as 

a token of our appreciation for the 11 years that he devoted to this parish.  

 

THE EARLY YEARS 

 

Fr. John Creaven was born in Caherlea, Tuam in 1917. He received his 

primary education from the Franciscan Brothers O.S.F. in their Curry 

Monastery School.    Fr. Creaven has never forgotten his native parish of 

Corofin nor the debt he owes to its community, school, church and all the 

priests who served there. He is especially indebted to the last principal of 

Curry Monastery School (now St Colman’s), Brother Bernard Doyle 

O.S.F. who first encouraged him to consider the priesthood and gave him 

his first lessons in Latin. Fr. Creaven still treasures the parting gift he 

received on his departure for college — a beautifully produced edition of 

the mid-size Oxford dictionary — and he maintained a lifelong friendship 

with Brother Doyle. 
 

Fr. John 



EARLY YEARS continued. 

Colman’s Church, Corofin has a special 

place in his affections for it was there he 

was baptised, made his First Confession 

and Communion, served Mass, was 

confirmed and, on the day after his 

Ordination, celebrated his first Mass, 

assisted by Fr. Pat Joyce, P. P. 
 

 

To prepare for entry to the Society of 

African Missions, he studied at their 

colleges, The Sacred Heart College, 

Ballinafad, Co. Mayo and St Joseph’s, 

Wilton, Cork. He then enrolled in 

University College; Cork for First Arts, 

which he passed with first class honours 

in 1937, being awarded a College 

Exhibition. 

 
Cummer Monastery 

 
St. Colman’s Church 

 

UNIVERSITY 
Entering the S.M.A. St Columba’s 

Scholasticate in Cloughballymore, Galway, 

he continued his B.A. studies in education 

and philosophy at University College, 

Galway, being awarded the degree with first 

class honours in 1939 and winning a college 

scholarship, which he availed of to gain the 

M.A. degree, again with first class honours, 

in 1941 
 

University College, Galway 
 

ORDINATION 
His theological studies were taken at the 

S.M.A. Theologate in Dromantine, Co. Down 

and he was ordained in Newry Cathedral in 

1944 by Bishop Eugene O’Doherty of 

Dromore.  
Newry Cathedral 

 



 
Rev John Creaven SMA following his graduation from Cambridge University 

 

After his ordination, Father Creaven was assigned to teach philosophy in 

Cloughballymore and to tutor society candidates for the BA degree in 

U.C.G. In 1949, he was accepted by Cambridge University as a 

postgraduate research student and was awarded a Doctorate in Philosophy. 



YOUNG SUPERIOR 
In January 1952, at the young age of 34, Fr 

Creaven was called to be the Provincial Superior 

of the Society of African Missions in Ireland, a 

post that he held for almost 17 years. 

The complex tasks of this onerous office fell into 

two main categories. There was constant 

monitoring of the society’s mission works abroad, 

while at home there was responsibility for all 

phases of the training and development of future 

missionaries in addition to promoting the appeal of 

the mission vocation. The former role entailed 

frequent and extensive travels through all the 

stations in Nigeria, Liberia, Ghana and Egypt as 

well as making subsequent new foundations in 

Australia and Latin America.  

 

MISSIONARY INSTITUTE 

After his term as Provincial Superior, Fr. Creaven was asked to face a new 

challenge in founding and directing the Missionary Institute. This was a 

joint Institute for training and research established in the Mill Hill area of 

North London by missionary societies working out of Britain in response 

to recommendations made by Vatican II. He joined the teaching staff of the 

institute, was soon appointed Dean of Studies, a position he held for 12 

years, and was then made President Fr. Creaven gave a total of 19 years to 

the Institute during which time he lectured on modern philosophy and the 

philosophy of religion.  

He was also a member of the four 

commissions, which directed the 

administration of the Institute, and in 1972, 

he secured affiliation to the University of 

Louvain, the first ever affiliation granted by 

that august body to another third-level 

educational institute. 

He was invited by Cambridge to sit on the 

Board of Management for its Diploma in 

Religious Studies and was a regular 

member of the National Missionary 

Council of Britain and the Convention of 

Seminaries of Western Europe.  

 



MEETING THE POPE 

 
 

While attending a meeting in Rome of the latter body, Fr. Creaven had, 

with the other delegates, the privilege of celebrating Mass with the Holy 

Father in his own private chapel and of subsequently being received by the 

Pope. Since 1992 he has been received by every Pope, with the exception 

of John Paul 1. 

He always retained the strongest links with his own society, serving on 

three of its general chapters and seven of its provincial chapters over a 

period of almost 30 years. In 1989, the Irish Provincial Superior urged Fr. 

Creaven to accept a posting in an Irish diocese on learning that his two 

surviving siblings were in poor health.  

 

PASTORAL MINISTRY 

He served the Galway Diocese in St Joseph’s, Galway city and at 

Clarinbridge prior to taking up his post at Glencorrib in 1995. These years 

have been cherished as affording him, for the first time in his priestly life, a 

pastoral ministry that is free from all institutional administration and keeps 

him in daily contact with people in ordinary living conditions and 

circumstances. 



  

ONWARDS TO GLENCORRIB 

 
 

 
 

In July 1995, Fr. Creaven was asked if he would be interested in moving to 

the Church of the Immaculate Conception, Glencorrib.   Having taken up 

his new post, he began making his own special mark on the parish.  One of 

his first duties was the launching of the first Parish weekly Newsletter.  

This newsletter gave community organisations, committees and sports 

activities an opportunity to publish details of meetings and events.    
 



 
 

A MAN FOR THE COMMUNITY 
Following his arrival in Glencorrib, he wished to assist the Hall 

Committee, each weekend by encouraging the parishioners to make greater 

use of their community centre.  These words of encouragement may have 

been the catalyst for the many new groups who took up this challenge and 

today the centre is being used on a daily basis for sporting and recreational 

activities.    

 

VILLAGE FETE 
He established the first village Fete and having proven so successful the 

event has became an annual one ever since. 

 

LISHEEN PLAGUE 
 

On Tuesday, 19
th
 June 2001, Fr. Creaven 

convened the first meeting of those 

interested in putting in place some form of 

permanent memorial at the Lisheen on the 

Ballynalty Road in memory of the children 

buried there.  Today, an inscribed wall 

plaque stands at the entrance to the 

Lisheen. 

 

 

 

 

 



HIS INTEREST IN EDUCATION 

 
 

He is the chairman of Glencorrib National School Board of Management 

and Kilroe National School Board of Management and has proven to be a 

great leader tapping into his vast experience of the educational sector.  He 

gave many valuable words of advice while at the same time encouraged 

every voice to be heard.  He proved to be invaluable when both schools 

celebrated their 150
th
 year celebration, Kilroe in 1999 and Glencorrib in 

2004.  He generously gave of his time in planning and overseeing the 

reconstruction of Glencorrib National School in 2004 and on a bigger scale 

the reconstruction of Kilroe National School in late 2006. 

 

 
GLENCORRIB N.S. 

 
KILROE N.S. 

 

 

 
 



NEW  

CHURCH  

MINISTRIES 
 

He encouraged more Eucharistic 

Ministers to assist him at the weekend 

Masses and started up the first group of 

Lay Readers.  Today, on a rota basis a 

group of 15 volunteers assist him at 

weekend Masses.  He then asked the 

school children from both national 

schools to serve at weekend Masses and 

as a direct result of his encouragement, 

girls began to serve at Mass for the first 

time in the 120-year history of 

Glencorrib Church.  Today, on a rota 

basis, 29 children serve at the weekend 

Masses  

 

 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

In February 2002, Fr. Creaven was asked to chair 

the first meeting of the Glencorrib / Kilroe 

community development committee.  It was the first 

of many meetings that would be held under his 

leadership.  This committee was the driving force of 

many important projects in the community.  



MILLENNIUM PROJECT 

 

He was the driving force behind the parish millennium project; it proved 

to be another great achievement of his.  In 1999, the construction of the 

grotto of ‘Our Lady of the Wayside’ began.  The community gave him 

their one hundred percent support from the commencement to the 

completion and celebration of the project.   It was completed in advance of 

the end of the second millennium and today stands as a lasting monument 

of the community celebration of the end of the second millennium and the 

hopes and aspirations for the third millennium.     

 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
On Thursday 7

th
 July 2002, with the assistance of some parishioners, the 

first holy hour of weekly adoration of the Blessed Sacrament was instituted 

following evening Mass.     

 

DIAMOND JUBILEE 

On December 6, 2004, The Society of African 

Missions honoured Father Creaven’s Diamond Jubilee 

in ceremonies in the S.M.A. House, Claregalway. He 

was the principal celebrant of the special Mass 

concelebrated by over 20 of his colleagues. Father 

Gerard Murray was the preacher and he concentrated 

on the meaning of the priestly state.  



GLENCORRIB CELEBRATES WITH FR. CREAVEN 

 
Gerry Murphy makes a diamond jubilee presentation to Fr. Creaven 

On 18
th
 December 2004 the parish community of Glencorrib continued the 

celebrations by offering their tribute in a quiet surprise to Father Creaven 

as he was concluding the vigil Mass.   Gerard Murphy introduced the 

tribute by commending Father’s work for all sections of the community in 

his nine years with them. Eleanor Hennelly then read a warm tribute from 

Bishop McLoughlin to his work in the diocese since 1989. Father Fachtna 

O’Driscoll, S.M.A. Provincial, sent a glowing tribute to the Jubilarian’s 

outstanding contributions to the society, both at home and abroad.   Nine 

books containing the personal written felicitations of all parish families 

were then presented by two schoolchildren, Nicola Biggins from Scoil 

Mhuire and Cormac Garvey of Kilroe N.S. In his reply, Father Creaven 

expressed his bewilderment at the totally unpublicised event but thanked 

all for their congratulations and gratefully accepted the community’s gifts. 

 
Cormac Garvey & Nicola Biggins make a presentation to Fr. Creaven 



THE IRISH CATHOLIC 
He always showed an interest in 

developing the religious education in the 

parish and in 2005; Fr. Creaven began the 

parish subscription to the weekly Irish 

Catholic Newspaper.  
 

GLENCORRIB SAYS THANKS TO THE SMA FATHERS 

Fr. Creaven has always had a special bond with the missions 

and in particular his own missionary society the SMA.  

Almost on a daily basis, he reminds us to pray for the 

missions.  The people of Glencorrib parish will be always 

indebted to the SMA for sending to us this great man of faith 

and inspiration and leadership. 
 

RETIREMENT  
Tonight we celebrate with 

Fr. Creaven, his family, the 

SMA Fathers, invited 

guests and fellow 

parishioners the 11 years 

that Fr. Creaven has lived 

in our community.  
Fr. John, you have celebrated daily and weekend Masses, 

weddings, christenings, funerals, cemetery masses and 

village stations with us.  You have been there for us in time 

of crisis, sickness and family bereavement.  You are known 

the parish over for your prayers and visits to the sick in their 

homes and in hospital.  We will always share a special bond 

and friendship with this man from Caherlea and we couldn’t 

have wished for a better and more devout man to lead us and 

shepherd us over the past 11 years. 

FR. JOHN, WE WISH YOU MANY 

YEARS OF HAPPY RETIREMENT 



 
Fr. Creaven celebrates the Silver (25

th
) anniversary celebration of 

Community Centre and the Senior Citizens Christmas party along with 

Tommy Reilly, Julia Lydon, Mae Moran (RIP) and Fr. Creaven. 

 



 
Fr. Creaven makes a Presentation to Mick Lally (AKA Miley Glenroe) in 

appreciation of his launching the 150-year celebration of Glencorrib 

National School 

 

 
Fr. Creaven makes a presentation to Mrs. Alice Heneghan on behalf of the 

Board of Management of Kilroe N.S. to mark her retirement in March 2006 



Fr. John A. Creaven 

SMA CC  

October 2006 
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FR JOHN A CREAVEN SMA - RIP 

 
Fr John A Creaven SMA passed away on Tuesday 2nd December 2008 at St 

Theresa’s Nursing Unit attached to SMA House, Blackrock Road, Cork.  He 
had been in quite good health until recently and had been hospitalised for 

about ten days but his condition deteriorated rapidly.  He returned to 

Blackrock Road House on Tuesday and passed away at 8.30 p.m. He was 
aged 91 years. 

John was born on 1st April 1917 at Caherlea, Cummer, Co Galway in the 

Archdiocese of Tuam, son of the late Michael and Julia (Glynn) Creaven.  Of a 
family of seven, he was predeceased by his two brothers Michael (Sonnie) 

and Patrick and by his four sisters, Margaret, Mary (Glynn), Delia (Hogg) and 

Julia (Mannion). 
He entered the SMA Juniorate at Sacred Heart College, Ballinafad, Co Mayo in 

1932 and the SMA Senior Classical College at Wilton where took the 

Intermediate Certificate in 1935 with Honours in every subject including 
100% in Latin.  He matriculated in 1936 and began studies at University 

College Cork taking First Arts in 1937 with First Class Honours in four 

subjects that included two first places and two second places in the University 
and was awarded an Exhibition but was unable to avail of it as he entered the 

SMA Novitiate at Cloughballymore, Kilcolgan, Co Galway. He continued his 

university studies at University College, Galway and he graduated with BA in 

1939 with First Class Honours and a post-graduate scholarship. With this 

scholarship he specialised in Philosophy and took his MA with First Class 

Honours in 1941 with a thesis “The Philosophy of Personalism” which was 
adjudged the best of the seven theses presented that year to the NUI.  For 

this he was awarded The Travelling Studentship in Philosophy.  He entered 

the SMA Theological College at Dromantine, Newry, Co Down in 1941. 
He became a temporary member of the Society of African Missions on 2 July 

1939 and a permanent member on 12 June 1943.  He was ordained to the 

http://www.sma.ie/


priesthood on 17 December 1944.  In 2004 he had the honour of celebrating 
the Diamond Jubilee of his ordination. 

After ordination he was appointed to the staff of the SMA House, 

Cloughballymore, Co Galway as Professor of Philosophy.  From 1949 to 1952 
he studied at Cambridge University and was conferred with PhD in 1956. 

In February 1952 he was appointed Provincial Superior of the Irish Province 

and was elected for a further ten years at the 1958 Provincial Assembly. He 
attended many General and Provincial Assemblies both ex officio and as an 

elected delegate.  He was highly regarded for his dedication and application 

to the work of the SMA at a time of great difficulty and change in the Irish 
Province. 

Following a sabbatical break in 1969-1970 he joined the staff of the 

Missionary Institute, Mill Hill, London in 1970 and was to serve there as 
Professor/Lecturer until 1989.   Until 1980 he was Registrar and from 1985-

1988 he was President of the Institute. He retired from the Institute in 1989 

and took up appointments in the Diocese of Galway.  He was curate at St 

Joseph’s, Galway City (1989-1990), at Clarinbridge (1990-1995) and at 

Glencorrib, Shrule (1995-2007). 
He retired from active ministry in 2007 at the age of 89 and took up 

residence at the SMA House, Claregalway.  Due to failing health he 

transferred to SMA House, Blackrock Road, Cork in 2008. 
After reposing at the SMA Community Chapel, Blackrock Road, Cork, Fr 

John’s remains were removed on Thursday evening, 4 December, to the 

nearby St Joseph’s SMA Parish Church, Blackrock Road, Cork where they 
were received by the Parish Priest, Fr Tommy Wade SMA.  The concelebrated 

Funeral Mass took place on Friday, 5 December.  Bishop Martin Drennan, 

Bishop of Galway, was the main concelebrant and was assisted at the altar by 
the Provincial Leader, Fr Fachtna O’Driscoll SMA, who preached the homily.  

They were joined by numerous SMA priests and priests from the Diocese of 

Galway.  Fr Colum O’Shea was the MC and Fr Angelo Lafferty led the singing. 
Following the Mass interment took place at the SMA Cemetery, Wilton, Cork. 

He is sadly mourned by his brother-in-law, Seán Mannion, and his many 

nieces and nephews, relatives and friends. 
Ar dheis lámh Dé go raibh a anam dílis. 

 
Article taken from http://www.sma.ie/fr-john-a-creaven-sma/ 

 

 

 

African Mission Fathers - Society of African Missions (SMA) 

  - Address 

Christ the King Parish, 61 Lefroy Road, Beaconsfield WA 6162, Australia 
History 

Founded by Bishop Melchior de Marion Brésillac in 1856 in Lyons, France. 

Introduced to Australia in the Archdiocese of Perth from Cork, Ireland, by 
Archbishop Redmond Prendiville and Fr John Creaven SMA in 1963. First 

community established at Beaconsfield. Sends missionaries to Africa.  
  

http://www.sma.ie/fr-john-a-creaven-sma/


Société des Missions Africaines 
(SMA)  

 

Father John CREAVEN 
(1917 - 2008) 

John Anthony Creaven was born at 

Caherlea, Cummer, Go Galway, in the 
parish of Cummer, in the Archdiocese 

of Tuam, on 1 April 1917. 

He died in St. Theresa’s nursing unit, 
S.MA. House, Blackrock Road, Cork, on 

2 December 2008. 

John was one of a family of seven born 
to Michael and Julia (nee Glynn) 

Creaven. The Creaven family farmed at 

Caherlea, near Cummer. The date of 
John’s birth was a matter of some 

controversy. It was recorded in the 

Society’s Etat as 29th March 1917, 
while another source put it at 20th   
October 1917. But a study of the parish register in Cummer reveals the date 

as 1st April 1917.  John received his primary education in Cummer National 
School which was staffed by the Franciscan Brothers, an order founded in 

the mid-19th century by Archbishop McHale to combat the forays of 

Protestant Zealots in the western provinces. John regarded Brother Bernard 
Doyle, his last senior master in primary school, as an important influence on 

his choice of vocation. Brother Doyle not only assisted him in his final 

deliberations but offered some tuition in Latin. Another influence was 
Kathleen Loughnane, a sister of Mother Patricia, O.L.A, who was principal of 

the largest girls school in the parish and was a great promoter of missions. 

She was also a sister of the Loughnane brothers, murdered by the Black and 
Tans, whose remains were found near Cloughballymore. John came to know 

the S.M.A. through the African Missionary and through some local contacts, 

including Martin Bane S.M.A. whose family lived in Cummer and Larry Dolan, 
then a seminarian. On applying to the S.M.A. John was interviewed by Fr. 

Joe Donaghy and in September 1932, along with some thirty others, entered 

the Sacred Heart College, Ballinafad, Co Mayo. A year later he was promoted 
to the Society’s senior secondary school, St. Joseph’s College Wilton. 

From an early stage it was clear that John was an excellent student. In his 

Intermediate Certificate examination he obtained honours in every subject 
and a score of 100% in Latin. After matriculating in 1936 he was selected to 

remain on in Wilton for a year in order to commence studies at University 

College Cork. In the four subjects for which he sat his first year examination 
in 1937 he was awarded first-class honours and two first places and two 

second places. On the strength of these results he was granted a College 
Exhibition or scholarship for his remaining two years of study, provided he 

remained on at U.C.C. In the event, he went instead to the Society’s 

novitiate and house of philosophy, at Kilcolgan, Co Galway. Here, as was the 



custom of the time, he continued his B.A. degree studies at University 
College Galway, graduating with First Class Honours and a post-graduate 

scholarship in 1939. Remaining on in Kilcolgan, John availed of the 

scholarship, receiving in 1941 a First Class Honours M.A. degree on the basis 
of a thesis titled: ‘The Philosophy of Personalism’. John’s supervisor was 

Professor Phelim O’Briain O.F.M. while the external examiner was Dr. Arthur 

Ryan. Professor O’Briain told John that his thesis was adjudged the best of 
the seven presented that year to the N.U.I. and encouraged him to put his 

name forward for a Travelling Studentship in Philosophy. N.U.I. studentships 

were awarded every three years by Inter-Varsity Contest – open to all 
Graduates of the N.U.I. who applied within a period of 5 years of receiving 

their degree. The studentship, which was given for two years, provided a 

stipend of £200 per annum and the successful candidate was expected to 
study overseas. The studentship examination which Professor O’Briain had in 

mind for John was scheduled for September 1942. At the time John 

expressed the wish to his superiors that after several years of difficult study 

he would prefer not to go forward. His superiors, however, were anxious 

that he should. 
Earlier, in September 1940, he had commenced his theological studies in the 

S.M.A. major seminary, at Dromantine, Newry, Co Down, while putting the 

finishing touches to his M.A. thesis. When the studentship exam was 
pending he returned to Kilcolgan. Some weeks after the examination – 

against high-quality competition – John was informed by Professor O’Briain 

that he had been awarded the studentship. Sometime later, however, he 
was informed that the Dublin examiners on the Board - U.C.D. candidates 

had traditionally won all studentships - were alleging flaws in his 

dissertation, principally relating to annotation. John explains in a Memoir 
written in 1990 that due to the pressure of work and war-time restrictions, 

he had found great difficulty in procuring books and then received them only 

on short-term loans. This made the laborious task of detailed and perfect 
annotation impossible. In the event the studentship was withdrawn and 

awarded to the runner up, a young Dublin priest, James Bastible who had 

already contested the 1939 studentship. Disappointed but relieved to have 
been spared another intensive period of study and, above all, anxious to lose 

no more time in his pursuit of priesthood, John returned to Dromantine to 

complete his theology course. John was received as a permanent member of 
the Society on 12 June 1943. He was ordained a priest by Bishop Eugene 

O’Doherty of Dromore diocese, in St. Colman’s cathedral, Newry, Co Down, 

on 17 December 1944. He was one of a group of seventeen ordained on that 

day. 

After ordination John was appointed to the staff at Kilcolgan where he 

lectured in philosophy. From the commencement of the 1947 academic year, 
with the departure of Fr. Edward Harrington, he became professor of 

philosophy in Kilcolgan and tutor to those S.M.A. students studying at U.C.G. 

It was clear to John’s superiors that it would be of great benefit to the 
Society to give him an opportunity for further studies. Accordingly, in 1949 

he commenced studies as a research student in philosophy at Christ’s 



College, Cambridge University, residing at St. Edmund’s house. His 
supervisors were Professor Georg H. von Wright (until his resignation from 

the Chair of Philosophy) and Dr. A.C. Ewing, Reader in Philosophy. Early in 

his third year of residence (1951-52) he was recalled by the Society to 
assume the office of Provincial superior. The Board of Research Studies in 

Cambridge agreed to defer the completion date of his doctoral research and 

to allow him work away from Cambridge. The requirements were completed 
in October 1955 and the Ph.D. degree was awarded and conferred in 1956. 

John’s doctoral dissertation was titled: ‘Philosophical Analogy’. 

John had been appointed Provincial by letter dated 7th February 1952. He 
was to be elected Provincial at the 1958 Provincial Assembly, occupying the 

post for a further decade. Following sabbatical leave, taken in Cambridge 

during 1969-1970, he joined the staff of the Missionary Institute, Mill Hill, 
London, in 1970. This institute had been founded by a consortium of the 

major missionary societies active in Great Britain, for the professional and 

clerical training of candidates for overseas mission. It was affiliated to the 

Catholic university of Louvain. In 1971-1980 and again 1983-1985 he 

served as Dean of Studies and Head of the Department of Philosophy. In 
1985 he assumed the Presidency of the Institute, occupying that position 

until the end of his term in 1988. In 1989 John returned to Ireland, taking 

up a pastoral appointment in the diocese of Galway. He served in that 
diocese until 2007, ministering at St. Joseph’s, Galway city (1989-1990), at 

Clarinbridge (1990-1995) and Glencorrib, Shrule (1995-2007). John retired 

from the active ministry at the age of 89 years, taking up residence in the 
S.M.A. House, Claregalway. Due to failing health he transferred to S.M.A. 

House, Blackrock Road, Cork, in 2008. John was predeceased by his four 

sisters and two brothers. 
John took over leadership of the Province at a time of considerable difficulty 

for the Society in Ireland. At the time complaints about the administration of 

some of the home houses had been brought to the notice of Propaganda 
Fide and an Apostolic Visitator had been appointed to conduct an inquiry. As 

a result the existing Provincial Council was compelled to resign and a new 

administration, headed by John, was appointed by the Visitator. This was no 
easy task for a young man of 35 years whose life up to now had been spent 

in the teaching apostolate in Ireland and in pursuing further studies at 

Cambridge. However it soon became evident that he was an excellent 
choice. Bringing his very considerable intellect to bear on the Province’s 

administrative problems he guided it with a sure hand through those difficult 

waters. Though shy and reserved by nature, he had a firmness and authority 

about him which belied his years and which quickly won him the respect not 

only of his confreres but of the wider Irish Church and the leaders of the 

Church in those African countries where the Province had members. The 
homilist at his Requiem Mass summed up his qualities of leadership in the 

following words: ‘Perhaps he appeared to some as austere, strict, 

demanding… but it was at a time when these qualities were required. … John 
was a large figure, large in physique, in intellect and large in personality. 

Through the force of his personality he was able to bring forward appropriate 



initiatives at a critical time for the Province. For this he commanded deep 
respect, not only that of his own confreres but that of Church personnel and 

society at large.’ 

In his fascinating memoir, covering the period 1917-1990, John outlined his 
objectives when he became Provincial. These were to increase personnel, to 

improve the quality of formation programs, to qualify more confreres for the 

growing African education apostolate, to consolidate and develop 
promotional work so as to guarantee the Province’s financial base, to 

strengthen regional structures in Africa (so as to improve communication 

between leadership in Ireland and the men in the field), to set up better 
induction or initiation programs for young men arriving in Africa and, finally, 

to open up the Province to adaptation and diversification in mission. During 

the fifteen years in which he led the Province he visited the missions on 
several occasions. Some of his tours were lengthy – one lasted over eight 

months. He visited Nigeria and Liberia each on five occasions. He came to 

Ghana three times and Egypt once. It was particularly appreciated by the 

confreres that he visited the men in Nigeria in 1967 during the civil unrest 

leading up to the Biafran war. He also took diversification very seriously. He 
was open to the call of the Post-Vatican II papacy to missionary societies to 

explore outreaches to Latin America. Thus John embarked on a fascinating 

three-month tour of South America in which he visited Brazil, Argentina, 
Chile, Peru, Colombia and Venezuela. The visit resulted in the establishment 

of the S.M.A. in Cordoba diocese, Argentina and the development of an 

Argentinean branch. Later, after he was no longer Provincial, John always 
made himself available to his confreres. Thus he was delegate of priest 

confreres ministering in England to the Irish Provincial Assemblies of 1973, 

1978, 1983. 
Throughout his long life, much of it spent in administrative service, John 

maintained his academic interests and read widely. He was a member of the 

Mind Association of Great Britain (1952-1980) and a member of the 
American Catholic Philosophical Association (1970-1978). His publications 

included ‘Person and Individual’, The New Scholasticism, xvii, 231-250; 

‘Personalism, Thomism and Epistemology’ , The Thomist, viii, 1-25; ‘The 
Doctrine of God in Personalism’, The Thomist, xiv, 161-216; ‘Aspects of 

Analogy’, The Catholic Survey, (1955), ii, 39-70; ‘The Church in Modern 

Africa: II Socio-Economic Problems, Philosophical Studies, viii, 71-88; 
‘Mission Vocations’, The Outlook, (1987), xx, 180-186; ‘The Needs of the 

Missions Today’, Catholic Missions, October 1963. Also, in addition to his 

Memoir, he leaves behind him many interesting reports and memoranda, 

including extensive notes on his visits to Africa. 

He is buried in the S.M.A. cemetery, Wilton, Cork. 

 
Article taken from:  http://defunts.smainternational.info/fr/30-necrologe-

sma/69-le-pere-john-creaven 
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